Sociology Assessment Results

Spring 2014
Establishing a Baseline of Student’s knowledge of  Human Relations course
After reviewing several testing banks that assess a student’s knowledge of Sociology, the Sociology faculty decided to formulate its own pre-test assessment using some of the questions from the testing banks and several questions of our own. In the Spring of 2014 there was 1 section of Human Relations subjected to a pre and post testing format. The results of that pre and post testing are as follows:

There were 27 students  pre and 24 post-tested using a test of 20 multiple choice questions.

Pre-Test Mean for 27 students-9 out of 20 correct or 45% correct

Post-Test Mean for 24 students-11 out of 20 correct or 55% correct

Evaluation of the Pre and Post-Test Results
The Sociology faculty reviewed the test results with 3 intentions or purposes for the data. First, the pre and post-test results were examined for the similarity in correct answers in the pre and post-test results. Secondly, the results were examined for any commonality for responses or answers that were incorrect, showing a pattern in each class section. Third, once these two examinations were finished the faculty sat down to discuss the teaching strategies to not only assure that the correct answers will be taught consistently, but review and discuss teaching strategies to assist the students with the incorrectly answered questions. The faculty plan to continue to monitor their teaching strategies to see if during the next assessment cycle in 3 years the results vary or remain similar.
Benefits from a modification in using web-based technology
In the Human Relations class I had always asked the students to keep a journal of their group experiences so they would have a log of group dynamics to review when they wrote their 3-5 page reflection paper for me. Since it appeared they did not like keeping a journal, I decided to make web-based quizzes on Moodle to enhance their understanding of group dynamics and to help them have information readily available for their papers. The web-based quizzes helped. 83% of the class or 25 out of 30 completed all of the quizzes. Their reflection papers were much better in content and structure as demonstrated in the CLO report for this course. The CLO is also attached.
