
The annual conference of the Midwest Regional Association for  
Developmental Education (MRADE) will be held September 23-25 at the 
Quality Inn and Suites in Hannibal, Missouri.  

 

With its literary history, museums, 
and beautiful river setting, Hannibal, 
Missouri, is a wonderful place to 
gather with friends and colleagues. 
Please join us in “America’s  
Hometown” to share best practices 
in developmental education,  
network with professional  
colleagues, and take in the beautiful 
and historical sites of Hannibal,  
Missouri.  

 

 

IMPORTANT 

DATES: 

September 01  
Last day to receive confer-
ence hotel rate of $79.95 

September 16  
Last day to receive confer-
ence registration rate of 
$80 

September 23 -25:  
2009 Midwest  
Regional Association for 
Developmental Education 
Conference  Conference Accommodations  

 

Quality Inn and Suites 
120 Lindsey Drive Hwy 36 
Hannibal, MO 63401 
Phone Number: (573) 221-4001 
 

Room rates are in effect only until September 1, so 
call now to reserve your room at the low conference 
rate of $79.95. 

 

Make your hotel reservations today! 
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Conference Overview  

Conference Highlights  
America Reads 

Let’s continue our long-standing 
support for children’s literacy by 
bringing a children’s book or two 
to share with a local school.  
 
Door Prizes  

Remember to bring college 
items (pens, mugs, shirts, note-
pads, etc.) to be given away as 
door prizes! 

Wednesday Night Luau   

On Wednesday evening, there will 
be a Luau beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
near the registration area. After 
you check in, join us in the lounge 
and pool area for swimming, hula-
hooping, and reconnecting with 
old and new MRADE friends. Light 
hors d'oeuvres and non-alcoholic 
beverages will be provided.  

 

 

Thursday Night Cruise  
Join us for dinner and a cruise 
aboard the Mark Twain  
Riverboat! See the Conference 
Registration Form for more de-
tails. 
 
Friday School Pride  

Wear your school shirt or other 
school apparel to show off your 
school pride on Friday!  
 

 

Wednesday Activity  

7:00-10:00 p.m. Luau/Registration 

Thursday  Activity  

6:30-8:30 a.m. Complimentary Hotel Buffet Breakfast 

7:30-8:30 a.m. Conference Registration 

8:30-11:30 a.m. Opening Workshop (Robb Sherfield, Keynote Speaker) 

11:30-5:00 p.m. 

12:15-1:00 p.m. 

Exhibitors’ Fair 

Lunch 

1:00-2:15 p.m. Breakout Session 1 

2:30-3:45 p.m. Breakout Session 2 

3:45-4:00 p.m. Refreshments 

4:00-5:00 p.m. Breakout Session 3 

6:00 p.m.-??? Cultural Event: Mark Twain Riverboat Dinner Cruise* 

*NOTE: If you want to go on the dinner cruise, make sure to sign up in ad-

vance (see Conference Registration Form for more details). 

Friday  Activity  

6:30-8:30 a.m. Complimentary Hotel Buffet Breakfast 

8:30-9:30 a.m. General Session (Karen Patty-Graham, Keynote Speaker) 

9:45-10:45 a.m. Chapter Meeting 

10:45 -11:15 a.m. Light Lunch/Refreshments 

11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Breakout Session 4 
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Robb is currently a Professor in the School of Arts and Letters at The College of Southern Nevada in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. He is a nationally recognized educator, writer, and speaker. He has spent the past 24 years 
working with faculty development, first-year-student 
success programs, student motivation, and  
retention. 
 
An award-winning educator, Robb was named  
Educator of the Year at the College of Southern Ne-
vada. He twice received the Distinguished Teacher of 
the Year Award from The University of South Caro-
lina at Union and has received numerous other 
awards and nominations for classroom instruction 
and advisement.  
 
Robb has authored and co-authored over 20 texts 
and trade books including Cornerstone: Opening Doors to Career Success, Roadways to Success, Capstone: 
Succeeding Beyond College, 365 Things I Learned in College, and Case Studies for the First Year: An Odyssey 
into Critical Thinking and Problem Solving.  

 

Karen Patty-Graham is the current President for the National Associa-
tion for Developmental Education. She has previously held NADE  
offices including Vice President and Conference Coordinator. In  
addition to these offices, she has held the position of NADE Director 
for the Council for the Advancement of Standards in Higher Education 
for four years.  
 
In 2006, Karen was the recipient of the prestigious Henry Young Award 
for Outstanding Individual Contribution which recognizes long-term 
contribution of service to NADE. In 2008, Karen attended the  
International Conference on Research in Access and Developmental 
Education and led a session on NADE’S supporting role in research and 
professional development. 
 
Karen recently retired from her position as the Director of Office of 
Instructional Services at Southern Illinois University in Edwardsville, 
Illinois. She remains an active leader in developmental education both 
at the local and national levels. 

Keynote Speaker, Robb Sherfield 

Karen Patty-Graham, Keynote Speaker 
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Student and Institutional Benefits of Effective Peer Tutoring Programs  
Dr. Preston VanLoon, Iowa Wesleyan College 
Peer tutoring programs have a positive effect in the lives of students and academic institutions with limited 
budgets, staffing, and resources. In this session, participants will explore the benefits to tutors, tutees, and 
academic institutions, consider the research implications, and discuss effective strategies used in peer tu-
toring programs. 

 

Think Math is Impossible? Think Again!  
Samantha Cash and Jacob Lewellen, Ozarks Technical Community College 
While math can be a very difficult subject for many students, the problems students often have in their 
math courses are not about the mathematics concepts, but the ability to study, comprehend, and retain 
those concepts. However, it is extremely difficult to add these things into an existing math course, as there 
is simply not enough time. At Ozarks Technical Community College (OTC), we designed a one-hour course 
to help students to succeed in math. In this session, we will talk about the design of the course, the reac-
tions from the students, and how we are assessing the course. Attendees will learn about activities that are 
involved in the course and have the opportunity to participate in one of the course’s activities. 
 

Engage Your Students with Active Learning Strategies  
Janice Johnson, Missouri State University-West Plains 
Today’s first-year college students are often disengaged and lack educational focus. Active learning activi-
ties can help these students gain self-confidence, become eager to attend class, and provide a sense of be-
longing. This interactive session will present strategies to promote active learning in a college classroom. 
 

Navigating the River Together: Using Group Work to Retain Developmental Students  
Jennifer Dunkel, Ozarks Technical Community College 
This session explains how one group assignment helped improve the retention and pass rates for a devel-
opmental writing class by 10%. The presenter will share research-based best practices for creating group 
assignments for various disciplines, and participants will collaborate to develop group activities that can 
help improve overall developmental student retention. 
 

Observations from the Headwaters: What a Community Literacy Organization Taught 
Me about Teaching and Tutoring Writing  
Casey Reid, Metropolitan Community CollegeτLongview 
In this session, I will explore what three years of volunteering for an adult literacy program has taught me 
about teaching and tutoring developmental students at the post-secondary level. This session will discuss 
the importance of setting goals—and using them, as well as the need to merge reading and writing instruc-
tion in Developmental Reading and Writing classes (or, a case for developmental learning communities). 
Perhaps most importantly, the session will make a case for why and how sensitivity training can and should 
be incorporated into training for tutors and teachers of students in developmental classes. Activities and 
exercises will be included. 

Featured Sessions  
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Missouri Ink: Tattoos as Teaching Tools  
Tina Liston, North Central Missouri College 
Teaching usually begins with incorporating something students find interesting and appealing into the class-
room, and, because a large number of our adult learners have either a tattoo or body piercing, these topics 
can make good teaching tools. This session will share how using an interesting topic such as tattoos can be a 
unique instruction method to teach social studies, science, communication, employability skills, and even 
math to adult learners.  

 

Ease on Down the River: Best Practices for Teaching Developmental Reading in the  
Virtual Classroom  
Leslie Salley, Baker College Online 
Web-based developmental education presents unique challenges. After two years of teaching developmental 
reading for Baker College Online, I have developed effective online instructional strategies to address these 
challenges. Designed for individuals with limited to no experience with online reading instruction, this session 
will present best practices for teaching online in general and for teaching developmental reading online in 
particular as we tour a live course.  

 

Tutoring Developmental Math in Cyberspace   
Jacob Lewellen, Ozarks Technical Community College 
In the Spring of 2009, Ozarks Technical Community College (OTC) embarked on a pilot project to bring math 
tutoring directly into students’ homes via tutoring online. In this session, results of that experiment to date 
(both good and bad) will be shared. Actual tutoring sessions will be demonstrated. 
 

Rocking the Boat: Finding Voices Through Controversy and Self -Reflection in the  

Developmental Writing Classroom  

Leigh Kolb, East Central College 
This presentation will focus on essay assignments in the developmental writing classroom. The two assign-
ments to be discussed include a responsive essay on a controversial documentary, and a literacy narrative, 
which allows students to reflect upon their lives and discover the moments—positive or negative—that have 
shaped their writing/reading experience. Using controversy and self-reflection in the developmental class-
room allows students to develop strong voices and writing skills.  

 

Keys to College Success: New OTC Course Puts Students in the Driverõs Seat 

Lisa Marks, Ozarks Technical Community College 
Being academically underprepared is certainly a challenge for developmental students; however, many are 
generally unprepared for the college environment and have not yet learned that they are responsible for 
their own education and choices in life. Ozarks Technical Community College offers a new course designed to 
empower students to overcome the obstacles that hinder them in college and beyond. 

 

Teaching Instead of Instructing: How a Hybrid Course Using Courseware Got us There   
Jim Sheff, Spoon River College 
This presentation will show how the need for improved student success in college level courses as well as the 
need for consistency in developmental courses was obtained by teaching all three developmental courses in a 
masterly level based hybrid format using lecture, hands on learning, and active learning. 

Featured Sessions (continued)  
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Conference Packing Checklist  

(do you have everything???) 
 
Do you have your luau outfit to wear for Wednesday night’s luau by the pool? 
 
Do you have a book to donate for the America Reads program? 
 
Do you have college items (pens, mugs, apparel, etc.) to donate for door prizes? 
 
Do you have college apparel to wear on Friday to show your school spirit? 

 

10: Find opportunities to be a 
kid again. Schedule a “class” 
field trip to a museum, visit 
the local hangouts, or go on a 
river cruise. 

9: Swim at a hotel pool. 
Strangers don’t care about 
what you look like in a swim-
suit! 

 8: Learn about the latest 
educational research. You’ll 
add big words to your vo-
cabulary and look really, 
really smart. 

7: Add to your professional 
development. It looks good 
on resumes and moves you 
up the salary scale. 

 6: Get a good night’s rest. 
After all, you left your spouse 
and children at home. 

5: Eat great food…with the 
benefit of not having to cook 
or do the dishes. 

4: Visit a new city! What hap-
pens in Hannibal, stays in 
Hannibal. 

Top 10 Reasons to Attend  
2009 MRADE Conference  

3: Learn up-to-date methods 
of instruction. It’s time to 
throw out the mimeograph 
copies and stop sniffing the 
mimeograph ink. 

2: Network with colleagues 
(a.k.a meet with your friends 
in the bar). 

1: Learn how to help your 
students NOW by attending 
sessions with some of the 
most outstanding instructors 
in the field! 
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Conference Registration Form  
Please fill out only one name per registration form. Duplicate this page for additional registrants.  
Please print or type your name exactly as you would like it to appear on your name tag. 
Please make checks or money orders payable to MRADE. 
 

Conference Registration by September 16 (mark one) 

 Late/On Site Registration: add $10 

  Full-Time Faculty $80.00 ______  

  Adjunct Faculty  $40.00 ______ 

  Graduate Students $40.00  ______   

  One Day Only  $60.00 ______ 

  Mark Twain Riverboat 
  Dinner Cruise  $35.00  ______ 

   

  TOTAL Amount Enclosed ______ 

       

 Meal Count (to help give us plan accordingly, please check all that apply): 

  ______ I will be attending the Wednesday Night Luau.  
  ______ I will be attending the Thursday Luncheon. 
  ______ I will be attending the Friday Light Lunch. 

HOTEL REMINDER: Remember that the hotel reservation must be made by September 1 to ensure that 
you receive the conference rate. Ask for the MRADE/Developmental Education conference.  

 

Please send the 

registration form and fees 

so that we receive them 

by September 16.  

Send a copy of the completed conference registration form along with the total 

conference fees to the MRADE Treasurer:  

 

Kathy Haberer  

Lewis and Clark Community College 

5800 Godfrey Road 

Godfrey, IL 62035 

 

If you have questions about registration,  
please contact Kathy Haberer: 
 

Phone: (618) 468-4126 
Fax: (618) 468-7257 
Email: khaberer@lc.edu 

 

All fees are non-refundable unless notification is made in writing by September 20. 

Conference Registration 

includes the following:  

Wednesday Night Luau 

Thursday Luncheon 

Friday Light Lunch 

MRADE Yearly Membership 

Dues 


