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AFA Music 
Guided Pathway to Success - Year 1

The East Central College Associate of Fine Arts (AFA) in Music is designed to transfer into baccalaureate degree programs  for students who wish 
to complete a Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Music, a Bachelor of Music (BM), or a Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Music. The curriculum provides general 
education courses required of liberal arts students and music specialization courses required by four year institutions. The purpose of the AFA degree 
is to provide the first two years of preparation (assuming appropriate placement scores) for those students interested in careers in performance, 
music theory/composition, music therapy, and music business. The AFA curriculum aligns with the first two years of the transfer institution’s degree 
program. It provides students the flexibility and optimal opportunity to work with their respective four year degrees. The degree consists of nearly 
over 50% of music courses. East Central College is an accredited member of the National Association of Schools of Music (NASM).

Extra-Curricular/Cocurricular Opportunities at ECC: The department offers a variety of performance opportunities through student recitals and 
ensemble concerts. The college is recognized as a center of artistic excellence in the community offering a rewarding cultural and intellectual learning 
environment. Students have the opportunities to attend on-campus performances, lectures and master classes by world-class artists. Numerous 
performance ensembles are available to all East Central College students and community members: College Choir, Vocal Jazz Ensemble, College Band, 
Jazz Band, Jazz Combo, Percussion Ensemble, Piano Ensemble, String Ensemble, Guitar Ensemble.

COURSE # COURSE TITLE CREDIT 
HOUR

TERM  
 OFFERED

COL 100 Campus Orientation 0

COL 101 Falcon Seminar: Music# 1

PSC CIVICS Civics Achievement Exam 0

ENG 101 or 
ENG 114

English Comp I or 
Honors English Comp I

3

MUC 001 Recital Attendance I 0

MUC 101 Music Theory I (Aural) 1

MUC 102 Music Theory I (Written) 3

MUC 111 Class Piano I* 2

Varies Applied Major I** 1-2

Varies Ensemble I 1

Varies CORE 42 Mathematics Requirement Math for Fine & 
Performing Arts, Contemporary Math, Statistics or 
College Algebra

3

Total Credit Hours: 15-16

COURSE # COURSE TITLE CREDIT 
HOUR

TERM 
OFFERED

PSY 101 General Psychology 3

ENG 102 English Comp II 3

COM 101 or 
COM 110

Oral Communications or 
Public Speaking

3

MUC 002 Recital Attendance II 0

MUC 103 Music Theory II (Aural) 1

MUC 104 Music Theory II (Written) 3

MUC 112 Class Piano II* 2

Varies Applied Major II** 1-2

Varies Ensemble II 1

Total Credit Hours: 17-18
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#Students may take COL150 Navigating College & Career (3 credit hour) in place of COL101 Falcon Seminar (1 credit hour)
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COURSE # COURSE TITLE CREDIT 
HOUR

TERM 
OFFERED

MUS 171 Music History from 1800 3

MUC 004 Recital Attendance IV 0

MUC 203 Music Theory IV (Aural) 1

MUC 204 Music Theory IV (Written) 3

MUC 211 Class Piano IV 2

Varies Applied Major IV 2

Varies Ensemble IV 1

Varies Core 42 Science 3

Total Credit Hours: 15

AFA Music 
Guided Pathway to Success - Year 2

The East Central College Associate of Fine Arts (AFA) in Music is designed to transfer into baccalaureate degree programs for students who wish 
to complete a Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Music, a Bachelor of Music (BM), or a Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Music. The curriculum provides general 
education courses required of liberal arts students and music specialization courses required by four year institutions. The purpose of the AFA degree 
is to provide the first two years of preparation (assuming appropriate placement scores) for those students interested in careers in performance, 
music theory/composition, music therapy, and music business. The AFA curriculum aligns with the first two years of the transfer institution’s degree 
program. It provides students the flexibility and optimal opportunity to work with their respective four year degrees. The degree consists of nearly 
over 50% of music courses. East Central College is an accredited member of the National Association of Schools of Music (NASM).

Extra-Curricular/Cocurricular Opportunities at ECC: The department offers a variety of performance opportunities through student recitals and 
ensemble concerts. The college is recognized as a center of artistic excellence in the community offering a rewarding cultural and intellectual learning 
environment. Students have the opportunities to attend on-campus performances, lectures and master classes by world-class artists. Numerous 
performance ensembles are available to all East Central College students and community members: College Choir, Vocal Jazz Ensemble, College Band, 
Jazz Band, Jazz Combo, Percussion Ensemble, Piano Ensemble, String Ensemble, Guitar Ensemble.

COURSE # COURSE TITLE CREDIT 
HOUR

TERM  
 OFFERED

Varies CORE 42 Civics Requirement 3

MUS 151 or
MUS 172

World Music or
Music History up to 1800

3

MUC 003 Recital Attendance III 0

MUC 201 Music Theory III (Aural) 1

MUC 202 Music Theory III (Written) 3

Varies Music Ensemble III 1

MUC 113 Class Piano III 2

Varies Humanities or Music Elective 3

Varies Applied Major III 2

Total Credit Hours: 18

MILESTONE NOTES 

Complete MUC 202

*Piano majors who do not need to take Class Piano should take an equivalent of three hours of electives

Additionally, in lieu of Class Piano, piano majors must take a total of 6 hours of applied lessons and pass the piano proficiency exam.

** Freshmen students who are taking one credit hour of applied lessons must enroll in MUA 100 Studio Performance Class.

UMSL Transfer Considerations: Transfer students must audition on their major instruments/voice before being accepted as a music 
major or minor at UMSL. Vocal majors must take 10 hours of foreign language (German or French). Students should select appropriate 
ensembles based on their major performance area.
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