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(Certificate of Specialization)

COURSE # COURSE TITLE CREDIT 
HOUR

TERM  
 OFFERED

COL 100 Campus Orientation 0

COL 101 Falcon Seminar: Education* 1

EDU 105 or
EDU 107

Foundations in Early Childhood Education or 
Family, School & Community

3

EDU 115 Child Health, Nutrition & Safety 3

EDU 125 Child Development 3

EDU 190 CDA Capstone-Childcare Practicum 3

Varies Choose 2 courses or 6 total credit hours from ENG, COM, 
MTH, HST, PSC, PSY or SOC

6

Total Credit Hours: 19

Updated 3/2026

ECC’s Early Childhood Development Program-AAS equips students for careers in early childhood education or related fields, 
emphasizing the crucial role of quality care in children’s development. Students gain hands-on experience at local early care 
providers. Graduates/Students typically take on various roles as; teaching assistants, certified paraprofessionals, certified 
substitute teachers, directors, or parent educators, or even pursuing further education at our four-year partners. Classes are 
offered in an online setting to accommodate working students, and the program offers certificates and credentials to help 
students towards the Child Development Associate (CDA). The program is aligned with NAEYC Professional Standards and 
Missouri’s Early Childhood Workforce initiatives for those seeking ECE II qualification levels aligned with the NAEYC Unifying 
Framework Model. 

Typical work settings for students/graduates; Child Care Centers, Family Child Care Homes, Head Start/Early Head Start, 
Preschools, Recreational Centers, Aftercare Programs

Extra-curricular/Cocurricular Opportunities at ECC: Students are encouraged to be active in NAEYC and East Central College 
has an active     SMSTA Chapter on campus that participates and hosts numerous cocurricular activities throughout the year 
including Annual Messy Play event held in the spring semester during the Week of the Young Child.

*Students may take COL150 Navigating College & Career (3 credit hour) in place of COL101 Falcon Seminar (1 credit hour)

Students are required to have a FCSR Background Check on file before starting practicum hours.
Family Care Safety Registry (FCSR): https://health.mo.gov/safety/fcsr/
Child Development Associate Certificate (DCA): https://www.cdacouncil.org/en/
NAEYC Standards: https://www.naeyc.org/accreditation/higher-ed/standards
Unifying Framework for the Early Childhood Education Profession: https//powertotheprofession.org/

MILESTONE NOTES 

Complete PSY 101
(with grade of C or better)

Complete EDU 125
(with grade of C or better)


