Foreign Language/Spanish Assessment Report
East Central College

Submitted by Janice Meyer

June, 2010

Elementary Spanish I (SP1104)

Planning

The learning outcomes for Elementary Spanish I are based upon the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages Proficiency Guidelines.  At the end of the semester, students should be able to:
1.  Read Spanish at a basic level as defined by the ACTFL guidelines.

2. Write at a basic level as defined by the ACTFL guidelines.

3. Comprehend by listening to Spanish at a basic level as defined by the ACTFL guidelines.

4. Speak Spanish at a basic level as defined by the ACTFL guidelines.
Note: The ACTFL guidelines can be found under the Foreign Language Assessment Plan located on the AQIP website page.
Learning Activity
All four of the learning components are important in mastering a language.  The ability to speak and pronounce well the target language is a very practical check of one’s advancing abilities in the language and students want to be able to communicate verbally.  The Spanish instructors at East Central decided to give this learning outcome particular emphasis.

Attainment of speaking ability at a basic level is pursued in the Spanish class everyday.  Students enter class with no ability or minimal.  The baseline is considered to be no ability.  For the semester students are given practice via a variety of activities.  Group work occurs nearly daily so that students are hearing and speaking the language.  There are pronunciation practices via the textbook’s audio/video program.  Those practices are assigned or performed in class or at home.  The instructor questions often and interviews informally students using Spanish.  The responses are corrected for pronunciation and understanding.  Students write a composition during the semester.  Once graded for content, vocabulary and grammar, it is returned to the author who then records himself reading his corrected composition.  The recording is assessed for pronunciation, accent and cadence.  
The last week of the semester each student participates in a ten-minute, private interview with the instructor in her office.  Students pick at random a slip for role-playing.  They are given ten minutes to prepare, but cannot use any notes during the interview.  The instructor participates as the second person in the conversation.  The roles depicted correspond with the topics covered in the text allowing students to demonstrate their ability to speak and use those vocabulary words they have studied.
Evaluation of Learning Activity

Students are assessed for pronunciation, vocabulary usage, accent and comprehension of the questions posed by the instructor during the interview.  This final interview is used to assess the progress from no ability to an appropriate level as determined by the ACTFL guidelines.  Students of the first semester of a language class should be able to speak at a Novice Low or Novice Medium level.  Those levels are defined as follows.

Novice Low—Oral production consists of isolated words and perhaps a few high-frequency phrases.  Essentially there is no functional communicative ability.
Novice Medium—Oral production continues to consist of isolated words and learned phrase within very predictable areas of need, although quality is increased.  Vocabulary is sufficient only for handling simple, elementary needs and expressing basic courtesies.  Utterances rarely consist of more than two to three words and show frequent long pauses and repetition of interlocutor’s words.  Speaker may have some difficulty producing even the simplest utterances.  Some Novice-Medium speakers will be understood only with the greatest difficulty.

The instructor uses the following rubric:

	Listening Skills

	Essentially no ability to understand utterances
	Understands short utterances paticularly in context
	Comprehends some simple words and phrases/questions
	Understands short utterances & some sentence length. Comprehends simple phrases/questions


             D 0-16pts
     C 17-18pts
        B 19-20pts
A 21-25 pts

	Speaking Skills

	Isolated words; essentially no communicative ability
	Isolated, predictable words. Basic Vocabulary 2-3 words, long pauses
	Can ask questions, make statements. Signs of spontaneity. Pronounciation strongly influenced by 1st language


              D 0-16 pts
    C  17-18pts.        B/A 20-25 pts.

Students that fall within the C or D range are classified as Novice Low

Students that fall within the A or B range are classified as Novice Medium.
Some students may surpass the requirements of Novice Medium and be noted as Novice-High.  

The use of a 25-point scale for this report is for example.  It is used in multiples of 25.  The assignment of point to the rubric was assigned by foreign language instructors.

Analysis
Data has been gathered for the past two semesters for the final year speaking assessment.  It is the following:




Listening Skills



Speaking Skills
D
C
B
A



D
C
B/A

Fall 09
Class 1 Total pts
0
16
120
242



0
106
251
Class 1 Ave. pts.
0
16
20
22



0
17.7
20.9

Class 2 Total pts
0
0
99
157.5



0
88
149

Class 2 Ave. pts
0
0
19.8
22.5



0
17.6
21.3

Spring 10
Class 1 Total pts
0
53.5
20
233.5



0
51.5
248

Class 1 Ave. pts
0
17.8
20
21.2



0
17.2
20.7

There was only one SP1104 class taught in the Spring of 2010.
Reviewing the above data for assessment of the final interview activity, the class averages have not varied much after two semesters.  This activity was selected for emphasis because students are very motivated to be able to verbally communicate in another language.  For that reason the instructor has made an effort to devote more class time to activities that should enhance and better those abilities.  This information is not conclusive as there are only three semesters’ data.  Indications are that the students are performing at the top of the national standardized guidelines for a student completing the first semester class.
It must be noted that the one full-time instructor was a partial release time during the Spring 2010 semester.  Only one Elementary course was assessed so the sample is very small.  Fall 2010 semester will have three sections of Elementary Spanish and the sample will be better.  
Other Relevant Information Learned
While the class averages are demonstrating a good ability for beginning students to listen and speak as defined by national guidelines, it was hoped to see a bigger difference in the two semesters because of increased emphasis by the instructor to develop the listening and speaking skills.  The final interview activity will be pursued for several more semesters to see if there might be more change demonstrated with a larger sample.
New Strategies/Adjustments to Course
The instructor will pursue different activities to give students more practice with their pronunciation such as the following:
1.  Make a strong effort to speak Spanish throughout the class period.  Now Spanish is spoken most of the time, but grammar explanations are done in English.  As students hear more Spanish to model and are required to answer in the target language, it is anticipated that pronunciation would improve.

2. Arrange for a native Spanish speaking tutor to work in the Learning Center with students with pronunciation exercises.

3. Arrange for the individual chapter’s vocabulary lists to be recorded by a native Spanish speaker.  In turn the recordings will be available to students to listen to in convenient settings.  The recording will give time for repetition.  In this way students will have additional practice of those words they are reading, writing and listening to during class.
